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The long transition from Linear to Circular Economy
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Fundamentals for a Circular Economy 
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Source: https://medium.com/@lokeshbohra/circular-economy-the-
pathway-to-sustainable-consumption-80b234b385f9; Image by Freepik
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Generating Value out of Waste – Waste Generation
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Generating Value out of Waste - Recovery & Recycling Rates

Source: https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/indicators/waste-recycling-in-europe



Generating Value out of Waste - The Infrastructure it needs

Collection Logistics Segregation Treatment Recycling Marketing

Collection, treatment and disposal of waste and recovery of recyclable materials → 14.300 Facilities

Locations of the sorting and processing plants Locations of fermentation plants Locations of WtE and RDF power plants

Sorting and processing plants

Shredding plants

Dismantling facilities

Dismantling facilities for end-
of-life vehicles

WtE
RDF

Source: https://statusbericht-kreislaufwirtschaft.de/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Statusbericht_2024_25012024_opt.pdf



Generating Value out of Waste - The Infrastructure it needs

Collection Logistics Segregation Treatment Recycling Marketing

Locations of the sorting and processing plants Locations of fermentation plants Locations of WtE and RDF power plants
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Generating Value out of Waste - The Infrastructure it needs

Collection Logistics Segregation Treatment Recycling Marketing
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Decoupling Waste Generation from Economic Output 
(waste intensity) 

Total waste generation (net) GDP price-adjusted

Waste intensity

Source: https://statusbericht-kreislaufwirtschaft.de/wp-
content/uploads/2024/01/Statusbericht_2024_25012024_opt.pdf Source: https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/daten/ressourcen-abfall/abfallaufkommen#deutschlands-abfall



Fundamentals for a Circular Economy 
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The role of RETech

2007 2011

Founded as 
RETech Initiative 
by the Federal 
Ministry for the 
Environment 

Transferred
into German 
RETech
Partnership e.V.

The Export Network
of the German recycling and 
waste management sector

2021

Strategic partner 
of the Federal 
Ministry for the 
Environment 



RETech as sector partner of the Market Entry Program

As an expert partner within the Market Entry Program, 
RETech takes on the following tasks:

▪ Identifying relevant target markets for waste 
management and circular economy within the MEP

▪ Submitting proposals in close coordination with 
members, partner associations, and German 
Chambers of Commerce Abroad

▪ Supporting the organization and execution of the 
program modules

▪ Providing expert support and accompaniment 
during business delegation trips or when hosting 
international delegations in Germany
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Generating Value out of Waste – The Value Chain

Collection Logistics Segregation Treatment Recycling Marketing

Research ConsultingKnowledge     
Transfer Planning

RETech as a One Stop Shop 

Knowledge Management

Technology

Legal Framework
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Activities

Moderne Technologien 
haben dieses Niveau erreicht

Knowledge Transfer 

• Organization of topic-specific 
international conferences, 
workshops, and webinars

• Participation as a speaker or 
moderator at international events

• Consulting

• Submission of market 
development program (MEP)

• Submission of project proposals
• Support in project development
• Building project consortia

• Networking events
• Organization and support of 

delegation trips
• Auslandsmesseprogramm

(Foreign trade fair program): 
German Pavilion

• ISWA Membership Activities

Network & Partnerships Project Development 



RETechs Activities | Worldwide



Contact
German RETech Partnership e.V.
Von-der-Heydt-Straße 2 | 10785 Berlin 

info@retech-germany.net 
www.retech-germany.net 
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